12                     Pope Pius XI
since Pius IX retired into the Vatican after 1870, had
appeared outside the Vatican, or the basilica of St Peter's,
and to many this first move of the new Pope seemed almost
a betrayal.
The Pope now received the first homage of the cardinals,
and then went round to each one of them to say in a few
words what he felt of affection for their countries and for
themselves. That he was able to speak to each in his own
tongue was a tribute to his great gift of languages. As he
came to Cardinal Gasquet, that wonderful old English
librarian, the latter must have remembered with interest
the new Pope's visits to England in the past and how few
other Popes could be considered to have any connection
whatever with the English-speaking world.
Only one Pope had been an Englishman, Adrian IV in
115-4. Gregory VIII was Pope for less than two months in
1187, and had been the Legate despatched to England to
investigate the murder of Thomas & Beckett* Adrian V in
1276, the famous Cardinal Ottoboni, had paid two visits
for the Synods of Northampton and Westminster, whilst
Pope Innocent VII, (1404-1406) had spent ten years in
England as collector of Papal taxes* Pius II, Pope from
14^8 to 1464, had paid one secret mission to Scotland, a
mission to which he attributed his permanent gout after-
wards, caught, he averred, whilst walking in the Scottish
snow. From that day forward no Pope had visited Britain
until Leo XIII, who was presented to Queen Victoria not
many years before his election.
Cardinal Ratti's last visit to England was in 1914, when
he spoke at a luncheon at Merton for the unveiling of the
Oxford statue to Roger Bacon- He was well-known at the
Bodleian, and as soon as his election to the Papacy became